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WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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1 )^l Responsive to communication(s) filed on 01 May 2009 . 
2a )^ This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) Q Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) ^ Claim(s) 1-19 is/are pending in the application. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 ) Acknowledgement is made of Amendment received 5/1/2009. 

Claims 2, 4, 5 are amended and new claims 18, 19 are offered for consideration. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1 ), (2), and (4) of section 371 (c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical 
Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting 
directly or indirectly from an international application filed before November 29, 2000. 
Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior 
to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

2) Claims 1-10, 1 8-1 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(e) as anticipated by Tsuura 
(US 2004/0069429). 

The applied reference has a common inventor, Yoshimasa Takagi, with the 
instant application. Based upon the earlier effective U.S. filing date of the reference, it 
constitutes prior art under 35 U.S.C. 102(e). This rejection under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) 
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might be overcome either by a showing under 37 CFR 1 .132 that any invention 
disclosed but not claimed in the reference was derived from the inventor of this 
application and is thus not the invention "by another," or by an appropriate showing 
under 37 CFR 1.131. 

Claims 1, 7, 18-19: Tsuura discloses a process of making a pulp fiber molded 
article by papermaking steps. Pulp slurry is placed in a mold and force is applied to the 
pulp mass by pressing resulting in a molded article. The formed article has a sharp 
edge that has a thick walled part, as for example, shown in Figure 1 (entire document 
and Figures 1-4). 

Claim 2: Tsuura article design is providing an overhang and grooves for mating 
with another fiber molded article, as in piping section article of Figure 1 . 

Claim 3: Tsuura method discloses heat being applied to the mold to dry the 
formed article. 

Claim 4: Tsuura method discloses the article being coated with a curing agent. 
The surface of the article is modified with a fluorine resin [0060]. 

Claims 5-6: Tsuura method discloses the article bend at mating area with 
another molded article, as shown in Figure 1 . 

Claims 8-10: Tsuura discloses using a papermaking mold in the method of 
making the article. The mold includes a pair of splits that are joined together wherein 
slurry is placed. The mold is designed to create a thick walled part as shown in the 
resulting product of Figure 1 . 
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Response to Amendment 

3) Claims 2, 4-6 rejection under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, is withdrawn in 
view of amended claims. 

4) Applicants' arguments filed 5/1/2009, have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Applicants allege that the cited prior art, Tsuura, does not disclose a pulp fiber 
molded article having joint seams nor thick walled parts. 

In response to applicant's argument that the references fail to show certain 
features of applicant's invention, it is noted that the features upon which applicant relies 
(i.e., a pulp fiber molded article having joint seams) are not recited in the rejected 
claim(s). Although the claims are interpreted in light of the specification, limitations from 
the specification are not read into the claims. See In re Van Geuns, 988 F.2d 1 181 , 26 
USPQ2d 1 057 (Fed. Cir. 1 993). Tsuura disclose a pulp fiber molded article having 
thick walled parts, as for example, shown in article in Figure 1 . 

Conclusion 

5) THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
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shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

6) Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mark Halpern whose telephone no. is 571-272-1 190. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Steven Griffin can be reached on 571-272-1 189. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

/Mark Halpern/ 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1791 



